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So why analyse 72 editions of Primary Geographer? 

 

It‟s actually very interesting! 

 

21st birthday Spring 2010 

 

Its name changed in 2011 to Primary Geography 

 

Hopefully the research will provide ideas for future 

editors and editorial panels and as an archive for the 

Geographical Association. 

 



Spurred into action after hearing Indra Persaud‟s presentation 

 

“Teaching Geography, the journal: A (critical) discourse 

analysis” 

 

IGU Research Forum  

Celebrating work at Masters level. 

 

Saturday 16th October 2010 

University of London, Institute of Education. 

 



Two phases to my research. 

 

Phase 1 has two stages: 

Stage 1 - an analysis of all the covers of Primary Geographer. 

 

Stage 2 - an analysis of the themes of issues 1 - 73. 

 

 

 

Phase 2: 

A detailed analysis of the content of all the articles in issues  

1 - 73. 

To be conducted during 2011. 

 



So where did I start? 

 

“There‟s a big ring binder in the GA archives documenting how 

Primary Geographer was brought into being.  You‟re welcome 

to borrow it”      Frances Soar, November 2010. 

 

 



June 1986 Paul Gwilliam approached the Hon. Treasurer about 

introducing primary membership of the GA. 

 

October 1986 P&CSC rejects primary membership but Michael 

Storm asked to set up a working party. 

 

December 1987 Working party developed the membership idea 

and £5p.a. agreed as the subscription. 

 

January 1988 ESC described primary membership as a 

„significant development‟ for the GA. 

 

April 1988 AGM approves primary membership. 

 

July 1988 P&CSC approaches Wendy Morgan to become 

editor.  



 

 

April 1989 Primary Geographer launched. 

 

July 1989 there are 915 primary members of the GA. 

 

October 1990 GA approves increased the size of Primary 

Geographer and extended the advertising. 

 

May 1991 Simon Catling reports to P&CSC c3000 

primary members of the GA and recommends PG goes up to 24 

pages with 4 issues a year. 

 

July 1994 “bigger, more colourful PG” from October 1994 with 

24-36 pages for £15 p.a. 

 

 



Editors 

 

Spring 1989 - July 1995   Wendy Morgan 

 

October 1995 - Summer 2005   Margaret Mackintosh 

 

Autumn 2005 - Spring 2009   Fran Martin 

 

Summer 2009 - development of the editorial collective. 



Research  Phase 1.  Stage 1. 

 

The covers of Primary Geographer 1 - 73   

 

 



1-18         19-73 74 



Research method 

 

72 covers examined in detail. 

 

Initial coding developed.  

 

Further sorting by codes. 

 

7 main groups of covers established. 

 

 



   People and places       27 



Children doing geography          22 



Graphics      14 



Childrens‟ work    5 



Maps and satellite images     2 



Teachers doing geography       1 



Ron Dearing    1 



Some trends in the covers 

 

The majority of photos showing children doing geography 

occur in the very earlier editions. 

 

There are no children depicted on the covers between October 

1999 and Spring 2006. 

 

Recently, children occasionally appear on the cover. 

 

People and places are regularly featured from no. 6. 

 

The use of graphics begins in the late 1990s. 

 

Should the cover show more children doing geography along 

with their work? 



Research phase 1: stage 2. 

 

The themes covered in each edition from 1 - 72. 

 

Research method. 

 

Overall content of each issue studied and coded into categories 

as they formed. 

 

Categories amended on further readings of the issues. 

 

Tentative titles refined for the categories. 



Issues emerging relating to content and covers 

 

How effectively does the cover illustration support the clarity 

and content particularly to a non-specialist reader? 

 

What new opportunities do the covers provide to communicate 

the relevance of the contents in the changing environments in 

which primary schools find themselves? 



However, front covers/banners have not always described the 

contents accurately.  The banner on number 17 states it has a 

West Africa feature, which is in-fact only three pages long out 

of a total of 23.  What is a feature? 



In contrast, number 74 of Primary Geography illustrates very 

clearly the article by Emma Morley called “Trainees today, 

teachers tomorrow”.   

 

The wording is also effective because as well as flagging up 

Emma‟s article, it asks the casual (and maybe not so 

casual)reader to consider what sort of geography teacher they 

are or could be.  Goldman & Rahestrom (2000) 



After analysing the broad content of each edition, 10 categories 

were identified.  The research methods are explained in more 

depth in the paper written for this conference. 



Mixture of content    16 issues. 



Places     12 issues 



Geographical features    12 issues 



Geographical education/pedagogy     10 issues 



Geographical skills     5 issues 



Geography in the curriculum     5 issues 



Ideas and concepts      5 issues 



Localities      4 issues 



National Curriculum      2 editions 



Fieldwork    2 issues 



However, there are many excellent articles on fieldwork 

embedded across the issues. 

 

This leads on the phase 2 of the research where the content of 

each article will be analysed.  

The pattern of distribution of content will be plotted against 

trends in primary education.   

The professional context of authors will be examined.  

Discourse analysis (Graham, 2005) will be used to assess how 

Primary Geographer has communicated with its readers as 

Persaud is doing with Teaching Geography. 

It is planned to use NVivo to handle the c600 articles involved.  



Thank you very much for listening and a late  

 

Happy 21st birthday to Primary Geographer. 


